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Dear Teacher: I am a survivor of a concentration camp. My eyes saw what no person should witness: Gas chambers built by learned engineers. Children poisoned by educated physicians. Infants killed by trained nurses. Women and babies shot and killed by high school and college graduates. So, I am suspicious of education. My request is: Help your students become human. Your efforts must never produce learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, or educated Eichmanns. Reading, writing and arithmetic are only important if they serve to make our children more humane.

-Haim Ginott

Teacher and Child: A Book for Parents and Teachers
"How lovely to think that no one need wait a moment, we can start now, start slowly changing the world!" 
- Anne Frank, March 26, 1944

This class will help students understand the causes, consequences, and relevance of the Holocaust during World War II.   

By the end of the trimester, students will be able to:
· Define the Holocaust
· Explain why it is important that the Holocaust be remembered

· Understand the historical context of the Holocaust

· Describe the roles of the perpetrators, the collaborators, the targets, and the bystanders

· Outline the “steps” of the Holocaust from discrimination through the “Final Solution”

· Understand the importance of individual choices and accountability

· Analyze current Holocaust issues

· Examine later genocides in other regions and nations

Grades will be determined by your participation in activities, discussions, assignments, research and debates. There is a great need for respect and tolerance for each other and your different ideas when the Holocaust is studied.  Please remember this. . . . 
This is not a class about Hitler and World War II.  We will be studying the historical context of the events of the Holocaust, but there is so much more to Holocaust studies than an examination of World War II! 

There is no traditional textbook for this class, but we will be using photographs, memoirs, books, and films as our “textbooks.”  Students will be reading two books in this class:  Hans Peter Richter’s Friedrich and Elie Wiesel’s Night.  I have other books and videos that may be checked out for further Holocaust study.
Along with various assignments and activities, you will each be creating a “tile” for a Remembrance Wall that will be part of a trimester project that you will create as a class.  More information on that later.
Some feature films will be used in this class.  Any feature film that has a rating of PG-13 or higher will be edited for content before it is shown in class.  Films that may be used are: The Devil’s Arithmetic, The Wave, The Pianist, Conspiracy, Schindler’s List, Sometimes in April and clips from several other documentaries and films.  Final decisions on the films to use will depend on time available and value to the topics at hand.
Everything you complete in this class needs to go in a portfolio (3-ring binder) with 3 tabbed dividers.  They need to be labeled: Notes, Assignments, and Reflections.  Make sure you keep your portfolio organized as it will be graded at the end of the trimester and neatness counts!
Attendance Policy:  If an absence isn’t school excused, or verified by a parent within 2 business days, you will not be able to make up any work missed during absence.  Your grade on any assignments, quizzes, tests, or projects will be a zero.  If you reach 9 absences (even if they are verified) in a trimester, you lose credit for the class.
The tardy policy in this class is as follows:  Once you reach 10 tardies in all your classes, you earn a lunch detention.  15 tardies – 2 more lunch detentions, 20 tardies – 3 more.  There may be other consequences from the administration as they become aware once you reach 10.  You also lose your bonus points (3 points per tardy) when you are tardy to my class. 

Hall Passes cost 3 of your bonus points.  Use them carefully.

Discipline is an important part of the class (especially in a class with such a sensitive subject matter) which protects the teacher’s right to teach, and the student's right to learn.  The rules are short and easy to understand.  They are: first, respect your teacher and classmates; and second, participate.  If you choose to consistently violate these rules, you will be “asked” to find another class.  

Remember: “Do the appropriate thing at the appropriate time and in the appropriate place.”

Cell phones are not acceptable in class unless we are using them on an approved assignment or activity.  Cell phones are placed on the table in the front each day as you enter the class.  Any cell phone not placed on the table will be taken to the office.

If you are absent (and it’s verified or excused) and miss an assignment you will need to make up that assignment within one week of your return to school either before school or after school.  If you fail to do the assignment within that time you will receive a zero.  If you miss a homework assignment, you will receive one day for every absence plus one to turn in the work for full credit.  After that – you can earn 50% up to 1 week, and then it’s a zero. 

I am excited for this class and you will literally be helping me build this class as we go as it is always in development.  I hope you all enjoy the class and I hope that along the way you can learn a little more about what it means to be “human” and to treat each other with respect.
