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American History A
Mr. Reeser

Madison High School  2013 - 2014

This class will begin in the 1830’s and continue through World War I (1918).  The class will incorporate History, Geography and Political Science studies to help you the student understand American History better.

Tests:

Tests will be given approximately every 2-3 weeks and will cover one unit (4 units).  There will also be an End of  Course Assessment and Attendance Final (if applicable).
Quizzes:
Quizzes will be given regularly and consist of 10-15 questions from the last few days’ class work and reading.  


Assignments:
There will also be some class time given to complete the assignments, however, you may have to finish the assignments outside of class.  Homework will be accepted on the day due for full credit.  A maximum of 50% will be earned for any turned in later unless for an excused absence. There is a maximum of 2 weeks to turn in any missing or late work – after that, the zero is final.   

Projects:
There will be two major projects and a couple of minor group activities that you will be completing this trimester.  They will be worth a significant amount of your final grade, so it’s important that you do well.  The instructor will describe each when we get to that particular unit.

Grades – Check your grades often (PowerSchool).  If you don’t care about your grade, who will?  When making up work, make sure you know what you need. . . . . 


Current Events are an important part of this class so you will be required to turn in a current event each Friday unless instructed otherwise.  The topic of your current event will depend on what we are learning that week.  Quality is the key on Current Events.  I have a “Current Event” form on my webpage (http://reesersclass.weebly.com) for you to fill out for each assignment.  This will help you focus on the most important aspects of the event, how it impacts our nation, and you individually.

Notes will need to be taken on class discussions and presentations.  Tests and quizzes are created from the material discussed in class so if you have notes you will be able to study more effectively.  

You will be building a portfolio this trimester.  You will need: 3-Ring Binder, filler paper (no spiral notebook paper), and four binder dividers (notes, assignments, current events, essential questions).  Bring this binder and a pen or pencil to class every day.  There will be no running to lockers after the bell has rung to get your materials.  Make sure you keep your portfolio organized as it will be graded throughout the trimester and neatness counts!

The tardy policy in this class is as follows:  I expect you to be in class, ready to go when the bell rings.  To help you learn the value of being on time for required tasks, I keep careful count of tardies.  Each time you are tardy you lose 5 of your bonus points.  Once you reach 5 tardies I inform the office and they take over. 


Hall Passes cost 5 of your bonus points.  Use them carefully – I will cut you off if the opportunity is abused.


Discipline is an important part of the class, which protects the teacher’s right to teach, and the student's right to learn.  The rules are short and easy to understand.  They are: first, respect your teacher and classmates; and second, participate.  If you choose to violate one of the rules you or the whole class will receive extra work - to be due at the end of class, or the next day.  An additional infraction will result in either a longer assignment or another assignment.  A third incident will result in the offender being sent to the office.  


Remember: “Do the appropriate thing at the appropriate time and in the appropriate place.”


If the class follows the rules and works hard during the week you will receive no extra work and you’ll find the instructor much easier to live with.  And, your class will be more project-based and hands-on than if discipline problems continue to disrupt the class. 

Personal Electronics – cell phones and ipods (music players) are not acceptable in class unless you have permission.  If either is seen or heard, they will be taken.  First time – I keep it for the day.  2nd time – it take it to the office and parents must come pick them up.  This will also cost you 5 of your bonus points.


If you are absent and miss a test or a quiz you will have to make up that test or quiz within one week of your return to school either before school or after school.  If you fail to do the assignment within that time you will receive a zero.  If you cannot make up the assignment on the designated day, speak to the teacher to arrange another time (lunch?).  If you miss a homework assignment, you will receive one day for every absence plus one to turn in the work for full credit.  After that – you can earn 50% up to 2 weeks, then it’s a zero. 


I am excited for this new school year and I hope you all enjoy the class and along the way we learn a little about where we came from and why we are the way we are.  History will explain all of this and more!
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