Project Citizen – Changing/Implementing Public Policy
Your Project Citizen group will identify, select, and then solve a problem in your community.  Your portfolio and presentation needs to have 4 main sections:

1. Explanation of the Problem

· 1 page typed summary of the problem (portfolio).  Why is it a problem?  How did it become a problem, etc. 
· Single-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, APA format
· Bibliography – APA format
· PowerPoint slides illustrating problem (electronic presentation)  

· Research – graphs, photos, statistics, newspaper articles, etc. (portfolio and electronic presentation)
· CONVINCE US!
2. Examining Alternative Policies

· ½ page typed for each policy – min. 2, max. 3 (portfolio)

· Single-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, APA format

· Bibliography – APA format
· PowerPoint slides illustrating each policy (electronic presentation)

· Clearly explain all alternative policies designed to deal with the problem.  
· Be specific!  How will these policies solve the problem?  Advantages?  Disadvantages?
· Research – graphs, photos, statistics, newspaper articles, etc. (portfolio and electronic presentation)
· Each alternative policy should be place behind its own tabbed divider

3. Proposing a Public Policy – Your Group Policy

· Use your best policy from #2, a combination of Alternative Policies, or a new policy
· The last policy you discuss will be the policy you think will best solve the public policy problem.  After you have described the policy that you think is best (all the details), you will tell us the advantages of this plan over the others – why it’s the best.
· Will there be any groups that oppose your plan?  Why?  How would you convince them that your plan is best?
· 1 typed page – explaining the policy and why (portfolio)

· Single-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, APA format

· Bibliography – APA format
· PowerPoint slides illustrating the chosen policy (electronic presentation)

· Research – graphs, photos, statistics, newspaper articles, etc. (portfolio and electronic presentation)

4. Action Plan

· This is where you describe how you would go about getting your new policy implemented.  

· Who needs to be involved?  City Council?  County Commissioners?  State Legislature?  Congress? 
· How is it done?  How does this government function to enact your proposed policy?  
· How could you (as a private citizen, or group of private citizens) influence the policy-makers to implement your new policy?

· 1 page typed – the Plan and the steps (portfolio)
· Single-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, APA format

· Bibliography – APA format
· PowerPoint slides illustrating the action plan (electronic presentation)

· Research – graphs, photos, statistics, newspaper articles, etc. (portfolio and electronic presentation)

PowerPoint:

· Must have minimum of 16 informational slides.
· Keep text to a minimum – large font size, main ideas only

· Use the Presentation as a visual aid – you are the presenters!
· Focus on the audience – not the slides

· Print a copy of each slide to include in your portfolio (color preffered)
Portfolio:

· 3 ring binder

· Must contain all research, information, etc.

· Must have a Bibliography for each paper

· Use dividers to organize information

· Analysis of Problem, Alternative Policies (one divider for each), Group Policy, Action Plan, PowerPoint Slides, etc.

Presentation (15 minutes + Q&A):

· Dress Professional on the day of the presentation.

· Don’t just read from the PowerPoint – teach the audience.

· Must be available online or in PowerPoint format.

· Invite guests to attend – extra credit is available (more for individuals that can play a role in putting your project into action).

Grade:

· Worth over 190 points! 
· You will be grading members of your group – everyone needs to pull their weight!  (
