History A Essential Questions:

· Why is the study of History important?

· What were the main causes of the Civil War?

· Explain how the following events increased the likelihood of the Civil War:

· The Compromise of 1850

· The Kansas and Nebraska Act

· How was the Election of President Abraham Lincoln different than any previous President?

· What were the advantages of each side at the beginning of the Civil War and how did they influence their chances of winning?

· Who wins the majority of battles in the East in the first half of the Civil War?  Why do you think this is the case?  Who wins the majority of battles in the West in the first half of the war?  Why do you think this is the case?

· How did the Confederate victories at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville contribute to their loss at Gettysburg?

· How can Gettysburg be considered the “Turning Point” of the War? (Don’t forget to bring in the advantages from our previous discussion)

· Do you think Reconstruction was handled properly?  Was it too harsh?  Too lenient?  Explain.

· How were Industrialization and Immigration inter-related?
· Was it justified for the US to intervene in Cuba and the Philippines?  Explain.

· Should the US be an isolationist or an interventionist nation? Explain.

· How did Technology change the fighting in World War I?

· Why did the United States get involved in a European conflict?

